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movement: "What are we expecting from Japan in connection
with our revolutionary movement? History shows that France
helped America, Great Britain helped Spain, the United States
helped Panama, in gaining their independence . . . What is the
fear, then, which prevents Japan from going into action?"

Even the "21 demands" and Japan's humiliating policy toward
China during the first World War did not dissuade Sun Yat-sen.
In 1917 he wrote: "It appears that Japan's aim in China is not
necessarily aggressive; her actions have more often than not proved
beneficial to China. It is wrong, therefore, to accuse Japan of
harboring wild ambitions." And in 1924: "The question remains
whether Japan will be the hawk of Western civilization's rule of
Might, or the tower of strength of the Orient. This is the choice
which lies before the people of Japan."

A few months before his death Dr. Sun repeated his belief in
Pan-Asianism, embracing, naturally, a united front of China and
Japan: "We advocate Pan-Asianism in order to restore the status
of Asia ... If we want to regain our rights, we must resort to
force . . . Should all Asiatic peoples thus unite together and
present a united front against the Occidentals, they will win the
final victory."8

As far as Britain was concerned, Dr. Sun spoke in quite different
language. He strongly opposed China's entry into the first World
War as Britain's ally against Germany. He saw no reason for
antagonism toward Germany, and even less reason to assist the
Allies who, to him, had been and remained the great oppressors of
the Orient:

England and France have treated their colonial subjects even more
cruelly than Germany treats conquered nations, and yet it is said that
they have not committed any offense against humanity!

Every year England takes large quantities of foodstuffs for her own
consumption from India, where in the last ten years 19,000,000 people
have died from starvation . . . What India has produced for herself
has been wrested from her by England, with the result that the Indians
themselves are starving. Is such action compatible with the principles of
humanity?

The British Government, Dr. Sun maintained, was misusing
China for British purposes:

8. Speech in Kobe, Japan, November 28,1924.